
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY BOARD
January 26, 2000

     The  following  are  minutes  of  an  adjourned  special  meeting  of  the 
Montgomery County Board held at  2:00 PM on Wednesday,  January 26, 
2000 in the County Board Chambers in the Historic Courthouse, Hillsboro, 
Illinois.
    
     The meeting was called to order by Chairman Cordani at 2:11 PM.

     Roll call was taken by Clerk Leitheiser.   17 members were present, 4 
absent.
     
     Present were Aumann, Blankenship, Branum, Cordani, Durbin, Gartner, 
Hampton,  Havera,  Helgen,  Heyen,  Jagodzinski,  Johnson,  Marley,  Myers, 
Ogden, Painter, Roach.  Absent were Jackson, Niemeyer, Webb, and White.
 
     Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was given.

     Chairman Cordani announced that because State’s Attorney Dobrinic 
serves as legal  counsel  for the Road and Bridge Committee,  she can not 
represent the county in the Petition Hearing.   He introduced Charles Zalar, 
from the Appellate Prosecutor’s office, who the Circuit Court appointed as 
Special State’s Attorney and stated that Mr. Zalar will act as the County’s 
hearing  officer  in  the  petition  against  County  Engineer  Lowell 
Fehrenbacher.   Chairman Cordani then referred to Mr. Zalar to lead the 
proceedings.

     Mr.  Zalar  thanked  the  County  Board  for  the  opportunity  to  serve 
Montgomery County in the proceedings, and stated that because there is a 
possible settlement in the petition hearing prior to litigation, he encouraged 
the Board to go into Executive Session to discuss  personnel matters and 
pending litigation.

     Motion by Myers, Seconded by Aumann to go into Executive Session at 
2:14 PM.

     Executive Session held from 2:14 PM to 3:00 PM.



     At 3:00 PM, Chairman Cordani announced that the County Board is now 
back  in  regular  session.   He  then  referred  to  Assistant  State’s  Attorney 
Charles Zalar.  Mr. Zalar announced that a settlement had been reached in 
the  personnel  matter  against  County  Highway  Engineer  Lowell 
Fehrenbacher.   He also  stated  that  no action was taken during executive 
session.  Settlement terms that are agreed upon include:

1. Lowell  Fehrenbacher  will  provide his  written,  notarized  letter  of 
resignation to the board today, January 26, 2000; (See Resolution 
Book 1, page 175).

2. Montgomery County Board will pay a lump sum settlement to Mr. 
Fehrenbacher of $26,000.00 as severance pay;

3. This payment is in full satisfaction of any and all claims that Mr. 
Fehrenbacher  might  now or  in  the  future  possess  relating  to  his 
employment  with  Montgomery  County,  including  his  suspension 
and  the  term  of  that  employment.   Mr.  Fehrenbacher  agrees  to 
release  Montgomery  County  and  its  officials  from  any  and  all 
damages relating thereto.

4. Mr.  Fehrenbacher  will  waive  any  potential  litigation  with 
Montgomery  County  and  all  Montgomery  County  office  holders 
and departments;   

5. Mr.  Fehrenbacher  will  withdraw  his  Unemployment  Insurance 
Claim against  Montgomery County with the State Department of 
Employment Security; 

6. Mr.  Fehrenbacher  will  return  all  county  property  within  his 
possession  or  control  to  Montgomery  County  authorities  by 
Thursday, January 27, 2000; (See Resolution Book 1, page 176.)

7. Should  future  employers  contact  Montgomery  County  officials 
about Mr. Fehrenbacher’s employment, any comments made are to 
be neutral in nature; 

8. The amount of severance pay provided to Mr. Fehrenbacher will be 
100% of any monies Montgomery County is ever obligated to pay. 
Mr. Fehrenbacher’s rights for COBRA insurance remain intact, and 
he is responsible for 100% of insurance payments.  

     Mr. Zalar asked Mr. Fehrenbacher’s legal counsel Mr. Stevens if he 
accurately stated the settlement agreement discussed in Executive Session. 
Mr. Stevens replied that yes, the settlement agreement was accurately stated.

     Chairman Cordani asked the board to make a motion to accept all terms 
outlined in the settlement agreement as it was stated by Mr. Zalar.  



     Motion  by  Myers,  seconded  by  Painter  to  accept  the  settlement 
agreement as it was stated by Mr. Zalar.

     Roll call vote was taken.  Voting “yes” to accept the settlement were all  
17  members  present:  Aumann,  Blankenship,  Branum,  Cordani,  Durbin, 
Gartner, Hampton, Havera, Helgen, Heyen, Jagodzinski, Johnson, Marley, 
Myers, Ogden, Painter, and Roach. 
                                    Motion carried unanimously.  

     State’s Attorney Dobrinic stated that for official county record, she was 
present at today’s hearing prepared to proceed with evidence as necessary.

     Mr. Fehrenbacher’s legal counsel Mr. Stevens also stated that for official 
county record, he was prepared to proceed with evidence as necessary.
  
     Motion by Hampton, 2nd by Johnson to adjourn the meeting at 3:18 PM.

                                 


