
MONTGOMERY COUNTY BOARD 
MINUTES

For TUESDAY, JULY 11,  2000  --  6:00 PM

The following are minutes of a regular meeting of the Montgomery County Board held at 6:00 PM on 
Tuesday, July 11th, 2000 in the County Board Chambers of the Historic Courthouse, Hillsboro, Illinois.
 
The meeting was called to order by County Board Chairman Joe Cordani.

Roll Call was taken.   Twenty Members present, one member absent as follows:

Members Present:  Nelson Aumann, Sid Blankenship, Bonnie Branum, Joe Cordani, Bob Durbin, Steve 
Gartner, Charles Hampton, Mike Havera, Ed Helgen, Steve Heyen, David Jackson, Dennis Jagodzinski, 
Eugene Johnson, Pat Marley, Roger Myers, Dale Ogden, Glen Painter, Ed Roach, David Webb and Dale 
White.

Member Absent:  Loren Niemeyer

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag was given.

Chairman Cordani announced the passing of Elmer Brown who had served on the Montgomery County Board 
for many years.  Cordani stated that Mr. Brown had also served as Chairman in the past and had worked on 
the Board with many present members.  On behalf of the Montgomery County Board, Cordani expressed his 
condolences and sympathy to Mr. Brown’s family.

Mileage and per diem Approval:
Motion by Durbin and second by Myers to approve the mileage and per diem.
All in favor, Motion carried.

Approval of Minutes of Previous County Board Meeting:
Motion by Aumann and second by Johnson to approve the June 13, 2000 minutes.
All in favor, Motion carried.

CONSENT AGENDA:
1. CIRCUIT CLERK’S REPORT
2. COUNTY TREASURER’S REPORT
3. COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER’S REPORT
4. SHERIFF’S REPORT
5. HEALTH DEPARTMENT REPORT
6. T.B. DEPARTMENT REPORT
7. PUBLIC DEFENDER’S REPORT
8. PROBATION OFFICE’S REPORT
9. 911 REPORT

Approval of 9 Items on the Consent Agenda:   
Motion by Myers and second by Webb to approve the 9 items on the Consent Agenda.
All in favor, Motion carried.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ROAD AND BRIDGE:   Highway Engineer Amy McNeal announced that she asked Don Hamby to be in 
attendance at tonight’s meeting to recognize him for his hard work in taking charge to keep the 
Highway Department on track before she was hired.  Ms. McNeal expressed her appreciation of 
Hamby’s efforts in getting much needed work done on bridges so that funds would not be lost 
because of time constraints and his diligent work in making sure that county roads were maintained. 

The following Resolutions were presented to the Montgomery County Board by County Highway Engineer 
Amy McNeal:

1. Resolution #53-00,   A Resolution to appropriate an amount of $7,000.00 for 925 B-CA, North 
Litchfield R.D., 50%-50% Project; Montgomery County’s Share = .5 ($3,500.00).
To replace two 5 foot pipes with one 7 foot pipe.
Motion by Helgen and second by Jackson.  All in favor, Motion carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, Page 1).

  
2. Resolution #54-00,   A Resolution to appropriate an amount of $4,500.00 for 926 B-CA, Hillsboro 

R.D., 50%-50% Project, Montgomery County’s Share = .5 ($2,250.00).  To replace a box culvert with 
a 54 inch arch culvert.
Motion by Myers and second by Jagodzinski.  All in favor, Motion carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, Page 3).

3. Resolution #55-00,   A Resolution to appropriate an amount of $1,700.00 for 911 B-CA,  (C.H.#5 – 
Irving-Coffeen Intersection With Route 185) Montgomery County, 100% County Project; 
Montgomery County’s Share = 1.0 ($1,700.00).  State Right of way that is a narrow intersection.
The box culvert will be replaced to extend the radius of intersection to make it easier for buses to turn.
Motion by White and second by Durbin.  All in favor, Motion carried.
(See Resolution Book 2, Page 5).

4. Preliminary Engineering Services Agreement with Ozurt and Stone:    for work on the Cloyd 
Bridge in Zanesville Township.  The State inspected this bridge due to problems reported that it was 
sinking.  McNeal stated that the Cloyd Bridge is now closed until repairs are made.  
Motion by Branum and second by Gartner to accept the Preliminary Engineering Services 
agreement with Ozurt and Stone.
All in favor, Motion carried.  (See Resolution Book 2, Page 7).

Road and Bridge Committee Report:  Given by Steve Gartner who chaired the Road & Bridge Committee 
meeting in the absence of chairman Roger Myers as follows:

Nokomis/Raymond Blacktop:  Gartner asked Engineer McNeal to explain the Montgomery County Highway 
Department’s status with the Illinois Department of Transportation regarding their jurisdiction of the 
Nokomis/Raymond Blacktop which is an unmarked state route.  McNeal reported that per her conversation 
with the Illinois Department of Transportation, they have plans to repair this road with a 3.5”overlay which 
would only be a “band aid” fix for the next three to five years on a road that is in very poor condition with 
severe base failure.  McNeal knew that the Nokomis/Raymond blacktop was earmarked in the “Illinois First” 
Program, but was unsure if any improvements were contingent upon Montgomery County taking jurisdiction 
of this road.  McNeal will contact Senator Demuzio and Representative Hannig to obtain specific information 
about road improvements earmarked for the Nokomis/Raymond Blacktop in the Illinois First Program. 
Purchase of two (2) Snow Plows:  Gartner reported that the committee discussed and approved the purchase 
of two (2) new snowplows from Woody’s Municipal Supply Company in Edwardsville, for $3,850.00 each.
This is the same price as others that were already ordered.  Motion by Gartner and second by Johnson to 
purchase two (2) new snowplows for $7,700.00 from Woody’s Municipal Supply Company in Edwardsville.
All in favor, Motion carried.
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West County Line Road:  Gartner reported on a proposal to improve 7/10 of a mile of West County Line 
Road near I-55 in South Litchfield Township.  This road borders South Litchfield Township in Montgomery 
County and Cahokia Township in Macoupin County and is an outlet to Route 16.  Due to the closing of 
Airport Road, several homes in this area will have restricted access to Route 16 and Litchfield, and therefore 
the committee is researching the possibility of paving this road. Gartner contacted the South Litchfield 
Township Road Commissioner who is willing to help with these improvements.  Gartner also contacted 
representatives from Cahokia Township and Macoupin County and reported that both have elected not to 
participate with funding, labor, or equipment and will turn over their jurisdiction should Montgomery County 
improve this road.  Jagodzinski questioned the response time for emergency vehicles should they need to use 
this road after it rains.  Gartner replied that response time would be slower in an emergency due to the road’s 
poor condition.  Roach voiced his concern that the Airport should have checked with the township or county 
before closing Airport Road.  Gartner responded by saying that the South Litchfield Road Commissioner or 
Township could not have intervened in the closing of Airport Road.  Gartner asked County Engineer McNeal 
to look into cost estimates to improve West County Line Road and report at the next Road and Bridge 
Committee Meeting.

Montgomery County Forces have been replacing, repairing, & checking signs; premix patching; 
hauling CA-6; replacing pipe; hauling chip mix; mowing R.O.W.; and picking up trash.

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Steve Gartner as follows:

Meeting on G.I.S. Mapping System:  Gartner reminded everyone of the G.I.S. Mapping Presentations to be 
held on Thursday, July 13, 2000 at 8:30 AM in the County Board Room of the Historic Courthouse.  Gartner 
also stated that by looking into the possibility of proceeding with the transition to G.I.S. Mapping, this will be 
one of the biggest projects the County will undertake. 

2001 Budget:  Gartner reported that each Officeholder was given a Budget Proposal Form to be completed for 
their requested FY 2001 Department Budget, which will be reviewed by the Finance Committee.  The Budget 
hearings have been rescheduled for Thursday, July 20, 2000 and Friday, July 21, 2000 at 9:00 AM in the 
County Board Room.  

E.P.A. Inspection Program:  Gartner reported that Health Department Director Mark Dugger came to the 
committee meeting to discuss the opening for the Solid Waste Inspector Position due to the resignation of 
Ryan Lawless.  Board Chairman Cordani stated that further discussion of this issue will take place later in the 
meeting.

HWE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Ed Helgen as follows:

Old Jerusalem Cemetery Clean up:  Helgen reported on a call he received regarding an abandoned cemetery 
in Walshville Township that needed cleaned up.  The committee gave Coordinator Gregg permission to have 
the cemetery cleaned up by the same staff member cleaning McCord and Street Cemeteries. 

Waste Inspector:  Helgen reported that the H.W.E. Committee was advised by Mark Dugger of the 
resignation of the Solid Waste Inspector in June, 2000.  All inspections were up to date at the time of his 
resignation.  Discussion also took place on the possibility of transferring the responsibilities of this position 
from the Health Department to the Coordinator’s Office.  

Insurance Issues:  Helgen stated that Health Department Director Mark Dugger voiced his concern about 
adequate coverage to cover liability for behavioral health employees.  Dugger was advised to contact County 
Insurance Agent Hamrock or Insurance Representative Greg Peterson.
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R.R. Crossings:  Board Chairman Cordani reported that Board Member Hampton has advised him of a 
dangerous railroad intersection in Zanesville Township that is being used more now due to the closing of a 
bridge.  Cordani has discussed this problem with County Engineer McNeal, and asked her to look into 
improvements at the railroad crossing.  Cordani also asked Durbin to give an update on his Railroad Crossing 
Project, which involves surveying the condition of Union Pacific railroad crossings in Montgomery County. 
Cordani also thanked Durbin for taking the initiative to work on this project.  Durbin reported that he has 
checked nearly half of the Union Pacific railroad crossings from Ohlman to Walshville and will give a full 
report when he has completed his inspection of each crossing.  Durbin also stated that he has been recording 
the disposition of each crossing and has found many to be in poor condition with rotten railroad ties, chuck 
holes, and ruts.  

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Nelson Aumann as follows:

Employee Health Insurance:  Chairman Aumann reported that the Personnel Committee discussed several 
different options of Employee Health Insurance Coverage and that no decisions were made by the Committee 
until more research is done.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Mike Havera as follows:

Old Kerr McGee Station in Raymond:  Havera reported on the possibility of removing the surface structure 
from the site of the old Kerr McGee station.  The site has underground tanks that are contaminated and will 
cost a great deal to clean up.  Havera stated that the committee gave Coordinator Gregg the authority to 
negotiate with Raymond on the possibility of splitting the cost to remove this structure.  Cordani stated that he 
had discussed this problem with Raymond Mayor Denny Held and looks forward to working together with 
Raymond to clean up this problem.  

Dedication of Bike Trail:  Havera reported that the grand opening of the Green Diamond Bike Trail and 
dedication of the trailhead park at Waggoner is scheduled to be held one weekend in August.   He also stated 
that the Webb family will be in attendance on behalf of the late Phyllis Webb and that everyone will be 
notified of the exact date for the grand opening.

Funding for Income Surveys:  Havera reported that the committee discussed and gave authorization to 
appropriate $1000 for two college students to interview homeowners in four townships to complete Income 
Surveys for data required for the submission of DCCA grants.  Havera stated that in the past, the County had 
received a lower score on grant submissions due to inadequate surveys, which often caused delays or loss of 
status for a grant.  Cordani stated that the completion of accurate surveys will also help other projects such as 
the Montgomery County Rural Water Company as they seek and receive grants, and agreed that this 
expenditure is a good investment of County Funds.

Meeting with Local Officials  Havera reported that the next dinner meeting with the local officials from 
Coffeen, Donnellson, Panama, and Walshville Officials  is  Rescheduled for Thursday, August 10th, 2000 at 
5:30 at the Moonlight Y Restaurant.  

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Sid Blankenship as follows:

Update on Long Range Planning:  Chairman Blankenship reported that the committee discussed a Request 
for Quotation that Coordinator Gregg prepared to be sent to all HVAC dealers in the County to replace the Air 
Conditioning units at the Historic Courthouse.  This will enable the committee to receive some cost estimates 
to be incorporated into the budget.  A formal notice of bid will be placed in local newspapers at a later date.  
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Parking Situation:  Blankenship reported that Cordani and Gartner had met with Chuck Ellis from the Farm 
Bureau seeking a resolution to the problem of employees parking in the Farm Bureau lot.  Gartner has been 
placed on the agenda for the Farm Bureau’s July meeting and will report at the next committee meeting.

County Farm:  Blankenship reported that County Farm Representative Jason Anderson is in the process of 
completing the grant paperwork

ESDA / AMBULANCE COMMITTEE REPORT:  Given by Chairman Dave Jackson as follows:

Update on Tax Hearing for Nokomis/Witt Ambulance District:  Chairman Jackson reported that Cordani, 
Jackson, Ogden, Hampton, ESDA Director Traylor, and States Attorney Dobrinic were in attendance to 
represent Montgomery County at the Tax hearing was held in Nokomis on June 30, 2000 at 7:00 PM.  Jackson 
also stated that three representatives from the Nokomis/Witt Ambulance  Service along with six interested 
citizens were in attendance, and their questions and concerns were addressed.  The meeting lasted about 30 
minutes and the next step is to see if any petitions of objections will be filed within 60 days of the meeting 
from 51% of the registered voters and 51% of home owners in that district to the County Clerk’s office.  If 
there are no objections, the Nokomis/Witt Ambulance District may proceed with increment increases in the 
tax levy from 15 cents to up to 30 cents per $100 assessed valuation.

Other ESDA Business: Jackson reported that Litchfield Ambulance Service received 127 calls in June 2000, 
Hillsboro received 109 calls,  Nokomis/Witt received 50 calls, Raymond/Harvel received 4 calls and 
Farmersville/ Waggoner received 25 calls for a total of 315 ambulance calls in June.  The Montgomery 
County Ambulance Service billed $61,547.65 and collected $48,999.83 in the month of June 2000.

APPROVAL OF 7 COMMITTEE REPORTS

Motion by Aumann and second by Ogden to accept the seven (7) committee reports. 
All in favor, motion carried.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  Given by Board Chairman Cordani as follows:

W.I.B. Update:  Cordani reported that work on the Local Workforce Investment Board is progressing slowly, 
and expressed his frustration with some State and Federal “red tape” that is sometimes involved when trying 
to administer a program that was initially set up to have “local control.”  Cordani stated that in the long run 
this will be a good program to provide assistance for individuals who lose their job or need additional job 
training.  Cordani and Webb both agreed that the Job Center in Litchfield does provide good assistance, and 
their hope is that through this W.I.B program, the Job Service will be able to be of even greater assistance in 
the future. 

Concerns over Illegal Dumping and Junk Problems in the County:  
Chairman Cordani stated that it has been difficult to keep a Solid Waste Inspector employed and would like to 
hire someone to fulfill these duties under the Coordinator’s direction.  This change would not affect the EPA 
Delegation Agreement as it still provides flexibility for administration within the County.  Cordani stressed the 
need for a County employed inspector to keep an eye on the local Landfill instead of relying on Springfield to 
do these inspections.  Cordani also stated his concerns about reports he has received regarding illegal dumping 
on county roads and farms, which is another good reason to hire a full time Inspector.  In addition to their 
other duties, this County employee could implement and enforce a strong program which will crack down on 
illegal dumping or junkyards in the rural areas.
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SCHEDULE CHANGES:

1. Budget Hearings: Time change to 9:00 AM on Thursday, July 20th and Friday, July 21st, County 
Board Room, Historic Courthouse, Hillsboro.

2. Coordinating Meeting – Monday, July 31, 2000 at 4:30 PM, County Board Room, Historic 
Courthouse, Hillsboro.

3. Economic Development – Thursday, August 10,  2000 at 5:30 PM,  Moonlight Y, Hillsboro.

4. Finance Committee – Thursday, July 13, 2000 at 8:30 AM in the County Board Room, Historic
Courthouse, Hillsboro.  

APPOINTMENTS:

Board Chairman Cordani appointed Dr. Anthony Keele to the T.B. Board to serve a regular term.
Motion by Myers and second by Hampton to approve the appointment of Dr. Anthony Keele to the T.B. 
Board.     
All in favor, Motion carried.

PAY BILLS:

Motion by Gartner and second by Jackson to pay the bills.   All in favor, Motion carried.

ADJOURN:

Motion by Painter and second by Branum to adjourn until the August 8th, 2000 meeting, which will be 
held at 6:00 PM in the County Board Room of the Historic Courthouse, Hillsboro, Illinois.
All in favor, Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 6:40 PM.
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